
WASCO COUNTY COURT 

REGULAR SESSION 

AGENDA 

OCTOBER 10, 2007 

LOCATION: Wasco County Public Works Building, 
"CONFERENCE ROOM" 

2705 E. Second Street, The Dalles, Oregon 

9:00 a.m. WORK SESSION TO DISCUSS the use of the 
County owned property located on West Tenth Street in 
The Dalles, Oregon. 

NOTE: THIS AGENDA IS SUBJECT TO LAST MINUTE CHANGES. 

'Tfie faciaty is fiandicayyed accessi6fe. Pfease contact (541) 506-2520, 

if you need ~ecia{ accommodations to attend tfie meeting. 
'T'D'D - 1-800-735-2900 



WASCO COUNTY COURT 
REGULAR SESSION 
OCTOBER 1 0, 2007 

PRESENT: Dan Ericksen, County Judge 
Sherry Holliday, County Commissioner 
Bill Lennox, County Commissioner 
Kathy McBride, Administrative Assistant 

At 9:01 a.m. Judge Ericksen called the meeting to order. 

Introductions were made at this time. The following people were in 
attendance: Tyler Stone, Wasco County Employee & Administrative Services 
Director, Molly Rogers, Wasco County Youth Services Director, Tom Bailey, 
Habitat for Humanity, Joe Martin, ACTS Director/The Dalles Youth Center 
Coalition, Ed Cox, The Dalles Chronicle Reporter, Doug Hoffman, Babe Ruth 
Baseball, Butch Hert, Babe Ruth Baseball, Scott Green, Northern Wasco County 
Parks & Recreation Director, Cassandra Mullins, Northern Wasco County Parks 
& Recreation, Denise Ball, City of The Dalles Planning Department, Todd 
Cornett, Wasco County Planning & Development Director, Sharon Guidera, 
Mid Columbia Center for Living Executive Director, Marty Matherly, Wasco 
County Roadmaster, Brian Goodwin, Boys & Girls Club, and Dan Boldt, Wasco 
County Public Works Director/County Surveyor. 

Judge Ericksen stated that the County started the planning process with a 
vision for the site and some options. We have discussed that the armory site 
located along West Sixth Street in The Dalles is high value land, which would be 
most productive for the County to convert to commercial uses. The property 
would be kept in county ownership and leased to generate needed revenue. 
That leaves the ball fields and the old public works shop site. The question is 
how we best utilize this property for the citizens of the county and for county 
uses. This is a public use type of area that we want to provide opportunities to 
keep it in public use. Judge Ericksen stated that we have a lot of conflicting uses 
and that is the planning process that we are undertaking. 

Todd Cornett, Planning & Development Director, presented a handout, 
which is an update on the planning process undertaken at the Court's Regular 
Session Meeting of September 12, 2007. 

[[[A copy of the handout from Todd Cornett, Planning & Development 
Director, entitled 1oth Street Property, Wasco County Vision & Goals, is 
hereto attached and made a part of this record.]]] 
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Judge Ericksen noted that the Court would be making presentation to 
Civic Groups regarding this planning process. A presentation has already been 
made to the Chamber's Governmental Affairs. It was suggested that a public 
health and mental health facility be constructed at a different location. Judge 
Ericksen stated that the deck of the swimming pool would be condemned within 
five years. The thought is that the appropriate place for the pool would be to 
move it to the West Tenth Street Site and have the mental health and public 
health building constructed in the location of the swimming pool. Judge Ericksen 
stated that the County still has outreach to do to other agencies and the 
community. 

Mr. Cornett stated that we started with a vision. We now need to establish 
goals so that potential uses can meet the goals of the county; then the county will 
be able to properly evaluate any proposed use. 

Mr. Cornett went over the goals section of the handout. Mr. Cornett noted 
that it is important that the space integrate with the adjacent neighborhoods. 

Judge Ericksen asked if the items listed under #1 of the goals section of 
the handout could be applied to the entire property including the commercial 
property located along Sixth Street. 

Mr. Cornett responded by stating yes. 

Judge Ericksen suggested that we add integration of public and 
commercial uses under this goal section. 

Some discussion occurred regarding the goals section. 

Tom Bailey asked if the access going from Denny's Restaurant to behind 
the adjacent gas station is private or public. 

Dan Boldt, Public Works Director/County Surveyor, responded by stating 
that the access is private. 

Judge Ericksen suggested that the County could work with Denny's and 
the gas station to obtain access. 

During the discussion Kathy McBride, Administrative Assistant, noted who 
has been notified of this planning process. It was suggested that Denny's 
Restaurant and the adjacent gas station be notified in the future. 

Sharon Guidera, Mid Columbia Center for Living, suggested that we add 
bike access as a goal. 
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Discussion turned to the issue of access. Mr. Boldt stated that part of the 
goal is to alleviate the congestion on West Sixth Street and the intersection at 
Sixth and Webber. Establishing parking behind the businesses on West Sixth 
Street could alleviate some congestion for these businesses. Mr. Boldt hopes 
that any parking that is created behind these businesses will interconnect with 
the other parking lots. 

Commissioner Holliday stated that we could also provide an opportunity 
for mixed use. She is not sure that the County should say it would be completely 
commercial use. 

Mr. Cornett stated that he does not know if it allows mixed use; the 
property may need to be rezoned. 

A goal was added to alleviate congestion along West Sixth Street to the 
fullest extent possible. 

Denise Ball, City of The Dalles Planning Department Representative, 
stated that there is an opportunity for a property line adjustment behind the 
private businesses, where the parking lot could be used for both uses. 

Discussion continued on the goals section of the handout. 

Mr. Cornett stated creating permanent income for the county is more 
indirect. There could be some opportunities to free up other properties. Tyler 
Stone has developed a listing of county owned property in and around 
The Dalles. Mr. Cornett noted that Goal #4 needs to be determined early on. 

Judge Ericksen felt the ownership for all public uses should remain in 
public ownership, not necessarily County ownership. If the property is turned 
over to someone else, it should have a reversionary clause attached. As to 
commercial property, we really want to retain ownership of the property for 
leasing opportunities. 

Judge Ericksen's idea would be that all commercial properties would be 
maintained by Wasco County. Open space could be turned over to an entity with 
a reversionary requirement. This could enhance the public agency or private 
agency's project. 

Judge Ericksen stated that it could be a goal to maintain the property 
unless there were reasons to turn it over for the enhancement of the agency or 
project. 

Mr. Cornett will amend Goal #4 to include all things discussed. 
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Mr. Boldt suggested that Goal #5 be eliminated since it limits competition. 
He feels it is better to let the market take care of itself. 

Tyler Stone, Employee & Administrative Services Director, suggested that 
we could say we would encourage them to use local contractors instead of 
requiring them to. 

Mrs. Guidera noted when they let the bid for their Hood River Building they 
gave points in their evaluation of the proposals if local contractors were used. 

The Court directed Mr. Cornett to leave it in to state that we encourage the 
use of local contractors/subcontractors. 

Goal #6 was discussed at this time. Mr. Cornett is recommending a 
minimum required leveL 

Judge Ericksen feels that the county needs to consult with someone in the 
energy conservation field. 

Goals #7, #8, and #9 were discussed. 

Judge Ericksen noted that it is not the intent for the county to use our 
available general fund dollars; grant funding could be used. 

Mr. Cornett stated that the county might want to make sure that the zoning 
is correct for any potential uses that we may be interested in. 

Mr. Stone stated that the county needs to deal with some internal issues 
since we house a number of other agencies on this property. Such as Search 
and Rescue, Red Cross, Sheriff's Office, Home At Last, and Public Works. 

Mr. Boldt stated that we may want to encourage a field house; he is not 
sure if this should be a goal or not. 

Tom Bailey stated if there was one big building on the property, all of 
these various organizations could use the space and make better use of the 
property. 

Some discussion occurred regarding the existing buildings on the property 
adjacent to the 1oth street side of the property. 

Mr. Cornett asked if we want a goal to reuse as many structures as 
possible. 
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Judge Ericksen stated that he would prefer redevelopment. 

Molly Rogers, Youth Services Director, stated that she feels we should 
recycle as much of the buildings as possible. 

Commissioner Lennox stated that the removal of the buildings would be a 
cost to the user and not the county. 

Marty Matherly, Wasco County Roadmaster, stated that he sees some 
value in the sand shed. It will take some money to relocate the sand shed to 
another site. 

Judge Ericksen noted that one of the county's biggest issues is the 
relocation of the sand shed. 

Mr. Boldt stated that it is possible to move the shed; however, it is not 
feasible as to cost. 

Some discussion occurred regarding the sand shed. Mr. Matherly 
suggested that we include in our plan that the county will not expend any funds 
on relocating the sand shed. 

Mrs. Guidera wondered if there should be a goal about converting other 
property to potential assets. 

Mr. Cornett stated that this is listed under the Indirect Section of the 
handout and not as a goal. 

Mrs. Guidera stated that there is another piece; getting out of some long
term maintenance costs, or even short term (leaking roof). 

Judge Ericksen suggested amending the first bullet under #3 Indirect 
Economic Development to take out the wording "to the 1oth Street Property". 

Mr. Cornett stated that he feels it works better as a goal. By adding a goal 
that properties owned by the county and others could be traded or sold to 
achieve some economic benefits. 

Mr. Cornett presented a handout on county owned property, which is 
located in or near the City of The Dalles. 

[[[A copy of the property handout from Todd Cornett, Planning & 
Development Director, is hereto attached and made a part of this record.]]] 
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A brief discussion occurred on the property listing. It was noted that these 
properties have not been investigated as to their value, etc. 

Scott Green, Executive Director of the Northern Wasco County Parks and 
Recreation District, stated that if the Parks & Recreation District no longer uses 
Thompson Park, the property would revert to the City of The Dalles. There are 
several restrictions on the use of the property. Commercial and residential uses 
are not allowed. 

The Court felt that the deed restrictions need to be reviewed for the 
Thompson Park property owned by Northern Wasco County Parks and 
Recreation. 

Judge Ericksen noted that the County Court has received two comments 
from John Arens, Mid Columbia Council of Governments, and Dan Durow, City of 
The Dalles. 

[[[A copy of the comments from John Arens, Mid Columbia Council 
of Governments, and Dan Durow, City of The Dalles, are hereto attached 
and made a part of this record.]]] 

Judge Ericksen asked if we have as part of our goals to have a use that is 
self-sustaining. 

Mr. Cornett stated that long-term maintenance is in there. 

Judge Ericksen stated that we need to have a goal in mind that anything 
that is done needs to have a financial plan that is viable and doable. One goal 
needs to be a 20-year operational plan. We need to keep in mind that our 
partners need to be able to survive when the project is built. 

Further discussion occurred. 

Molly stated that there are two components to this project, the human 
element, and the social element. The Commission on Children & Families is 
interested in writing a technical grant. The Commission provides no direct 
services, and has no investment in this process. The Commission could look at 
the population of kids mingling with a population of adults. They would need the 
help of another commission during the facilitated meeting to talk about the brick 
and mortar. 

Some discussion occurred. Judge Ericksen feels that the Wasco County 
Economic Development Commission would be the only other advisory group. 
Mr. Cornett would participate in the process. 
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Mrs. Rogers offered to take the lead in writing the application for the 
planning grant. Scott McKay, Chair of the Commission, is willing to assist in this 
matter. 

Mr. Cornett stated that there are three primary uses: field use, mental 
health and public health use, and then the youth center. He sees the county 
requesting that these groups developed a Plan A and Plan B after looking at the 
goals of the county. They should determine what they want to do, develop a 
plan, and then return with the unified plan. 

Discussion occurred regarding the potential Ford Family Foundation 
Technical Grant, which could facilitate a community outreach process. 
Mrs. Rogers indicated that there is a required 25% match, which could be in-kind. 

Commissioner Lennox stated that the only issue is how this prolongs the 
process. 

Mrs. Rogers feels we could get this answered very quickly. 

Commissioner Lennox would have concerns if this duplicates what these 
groups have already done. 

Mrs. Guidera stated that this is the fourth meeting that she has been to. 
Their consultants have said that every year you wait you add more costs to the 
building project. Her concern is that it is public money that we are spending 
while waiting. 

{{{Commissioner Holliday moved to request that the Commission on 
Children & Families submit a grant request to the Ford Family Foundation 
for a technical grant on the county owned property. Commissioner Lennox 
seconded the motion; it was then passed unanimously.}}} 

Joe Martin stated that he feels the county should begin initiating the 
removal of the buildings or the sale of the home on the corner of West Tenth 
Street and Walnut Street. He also feels the county should develop a timeline for 
those entities to be out of the property. 

A listing of the current users of the county owned property needs to be 
developed in order to invite them to the community meeting. 

Mr. Cornett will compile the issues discussed here today. He suggested 
that the Court meet to adopt these goals. 
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Judge Ericksen will meet with the commercial businesses located along 
West Sixth Street. 

Staff will research the county owned property located in or near the City of 
The Dalles to determine how the property was acquired. A listing of users of the 
county owned property will be established and the restrictions on the Thompson 
Park property will be researched. 

The Court recessed at 11 :08 a.m. 

The Court reconvened at 11 :29 a.m. 

Commissioner Holliday will not be in attendance for the remainder of the 
day due to a family matter. 

The Court discussed potential infrastructure and capital improvement 
projects, which were identified by the Court at their October 3 meeting. 

Tyler Stone noted that the courthouse project is more of a maintenance 
project instead of a capital improvement project. 

At 11 :34 a.m. Judge Ericksen discussed with the Court and Molly Rogers 
the complaint issue at NORCOR and how the issue is being handled. 

A lengthy discussion occurred. 

At 12:13 p.m. Mrs. Rogers told the Court of a letter she received in August 
from Crime Victims United. She did not respond to the letter. Mrs. Rogers 
informed the Court of the issues that Steve Doell raised in his letter. Mrs. Rogers 
also noted that the Secretary of State Office is auditing the county; we are one of 
four counties being audited. It will cost the state around $200,000 per county to 
perform the audit. 

The Court returned to discussing potential projects for inclusion in the 
infrastructure and capital improvement listing being developed by Mid Columbia 
Economic Development District on behalf of Wasco County. 

At 12:23 p.m. Todd Cornett discussed with the Court his meeting with Dan 
Durow, City of The Dalles Community Development Director, regarding the 
Urban Growth Boundary Expansion Process. The City will do the outreach for 
the process at the front end of the process instead of the backside. The City 
wants to move forward with the Urban Reserve Area first, followed by the Urban 
Growth Boundary Revision. This will involve another process, which will result in 
more resources being expended by the county. 
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Judge Ericksen stated that he feels that we need to do the Urban Growth 
Boundary first before the Urban Reserve Area. 

The Court recessed at 12:45 p.m. 

The Court reconvened at 1:45 p.m. 

The Court returned to discussing potential capital improvement projects 
and the designation of a staff person to be in charge of contacting Mid Columbia 
Economic Development District to provide the required project information. 

Some of the projects discussed were 911 Building; Public Works Building 
Improvements; Improvements at Annex A and B; Building for Sheriffs 
Department Search and Rescue; Development of IT Room; Replacement of 
Public Works Department Fuel System; and an Administrative Services Building 

At 3:20p.m. the Court relocated to the Office of the County Court. 

The Court considered the approval of the Regular Session Consent 
Calendar of October 10, 2007. 

[[[A copy of the Regular Session Consent Calendar of October 10, 
2007 is hereto attached and made a part of this record.])] 

{{{Commissioner Lennox moved to approve the Regular Session 
Consent Calendar of October 10, 2007 as presented. Judge Ericksen 
seconded the motion; it was then passed unanimously.}}} 

Tyler Stone, Employee & Administrative Services Director, stopped in to 
inform the Court that he is meeting with two companies tomorrow in Tygh Valley 
to look at the Fairgrounds Caretaker's home, which has a mold problem. Four 
companies were contacted; one declined to respond, one declined to bid, and 
two responded. 

The Court discussed miscellaneous items which are listed on the 
October 10, 2007 Discussion List. 

[[[A copy of the Discussion List for October 10, 2007 is hereto 
attached and made a part of this record.]]] 

Item #1 -Tyler Stone informed the Court that he spoke to Amanda 
Remington, Mid Columbia Economic Development District, regarding 
infrastructure and capital improvement projects for Wasco County. The projects 
that were identified by Mr. Stone are as follows: maintenance of the annexes, 
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including the roofs, HVAC systems, the addition of a handicapped ramp, and the 
elevator at Annex B; building out the IT Room; demolition and redevelopment of 
courthouse jail space; replacement of the Courthouse boiler; environmental 
issues at the West Tenth Street Property; hazardous waste abatement removal 
at all county buildings; and the removal of an oil tank at the 1oth and Walnut 
Street home. 

Mr. Stone pointed out another project, which is the irrigation system at 
Kramer Field. 

The Court directed staff to contact Scott Green, Executive Director of the 
Northern Wasco County Parks & Recreation District, regarding this potential 
project. 

Other identified projects include the 911 building, building improvements 
at the Public Works Building, radio upgrade for emergency services, and 
improvements at the Wasco County Fairgrounds. Mike Davidson, Emergency 
Management Services Manager, will be the contact person for the 911 building 
project. Marty Matherly, Wasco County Roadmaster, and Todd Cornett, 
Planning & Development Director, will be the contact persons for the Public 
Works Building improvement project. Steve Conover, Chief Deputy Sheriff, will 
be the contact person for the radio upgrade for emergency services project. 
Tyler Stone will talk with Sid Moss regarding the Improvement Project at the 
Wasco County Fairgrounds. 

Item #4 - Commissioner Lennox would like to check with Commissioner 
Sherry Holliday to see if she is interested in serving on The Dalles Chamber of 
Commerce's Board of Directors. 

Item #5 - The Court considered the acceptance of the resignation of 
Randy Warnock from the Wasco County Fair Board. 

[[[A copy of the letter of resignation from Randy Warnock from the 
Wasco County Fair Board is hereto attached and made a part of this 
record.]]] 

{{{Commissioner Lennox moved to accept the resignation of Randy 
Warnock from the Wasco County Fair Board, effective immediately. Judge 
Ericksen seconded the motion; it was then passed unanimously.}}} 

Item #6 - The County will do the outreach to Civic Groups through the 
community outreach process that will be undertaken through the Ford Family 
Foundation Grant process. 
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Items #7 and #8 -The Court will notify staff if there are any changes to 
the County Court and Radio Station Schedules for 2008. 

The Court signed: 

- Order in the matter of the reappointment of Dennis Morgan to the Wasco 
County Board of Property Tax Appeals. 
- Order in the matter of the reappointment of Delphene Thornton to the Wasco 
County Board of Property Tax Appeals. 
- Order in the matter of the reappointment of Del Cesar to the Wasco County 
Board of Property Tax Appeals. 
- Order in the matter of the reappointment of Dan Ericksen to the Wasco County 
Board of Property Tax Appeals. 
- Order in the matter of the reappointment of Mark Cherniack to the Wasco 
County Economic Development Commission. 
- Satisfaction of Lien for Jeffrey & Deborah Barrett. 
-Satisfaction of Lien for Dustin & Jenelle Arzino. 

The Court adjourned at 4:40 p.m. 

WASCO COUNTY COURT 

issioner 

~~ 
Bill Lennox, County Commissioner 



WASCO COUNTY COURT 
REGULAR SESSION 

October 10, 2007 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

1. Order in the matter of the reappointment of Dennis Morgan to the Wasco 
County Board of Property Tax Appeals. 

2. Order in the matter of the reappointment of Delphene Thornton to the 
Wasco County Board of Property Tax Appeals. 

3. Order in the matter of the reappointment of Del Cesar to the Wasco 
County Board of Property Tax Appeals. 

4. Order in the matter of the reappointment of Dan Ericksen to the Wasco 
County Board of Property Tax Appeals. 

5. Order in the matter of the reappointment of Mark Cherniack to the Wasco 
County Economic Development Commission. 

6. Satisfaction of Lien for Jeffrey & Deborah Barrett. 

7. Satisfaction of Lien for Dustin & Janelle Arzino. 



ACTION ITEMS: 

WASCO COUNTY COURT 
REGULAR SESSION 

October 10, 2007 

DISCUSSION LIST 

1. Letter from MCEDD dated September 27, 2007, in regards to infrastructure 
projects and other capital improvement needs. 

2. Discussion on who will be responsible for this year's product tasting event at the 
Annual AOC Conference in November, 2007. 

3. Discussion on "Take Care of Oregon Day" Project. 

4. Replacement of Board Member for The Dalles Chamber of Commerce. 

5. Acceptance of Randy Warnock's resignation from the Wasco County Fair Board. 

6. Designation of Court Members to meet with Civic Groups. 

7. Discussion on County Court Calendar for 2008. 

8. Discussion on Radio Program Schedule for 2008. 

9. Letter received from Karen & Mike Brice, dated August 7, 2007. 

10. Discussion on the letter received from Oregon Parks and Recreation 
Department, State Historic Preservation Office, dated August 24, 2007. 

11. Discussion on renewable energy; formation of County committee. 

HIGH PRIORITY: 

1. Discussion on the Settlement Agreement Form for use by the Sheriff's 
Department. 

2. Appointment of an individual to the Mt Hood Economic Alliance to replace 
Sal Sahme. 

3. Consideration of the request from Kay Tenold, Wasco County Fair Board, 
seeking assistance from the County, dated April 11, 2006. 

4. Appointment of the Wasco County Wildfire Coordinator. 

5. Establishment of the Wasco County Wildfire Steering Committee. 

6. Discussion on Wildfire Mitigation Strategies listed in the Wasco County 
Community Wildfire Plan. 
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7. Update of the Wasco County Ambulance Service Area Plan. 

8. Development of Volunteer Time Sheet. 

MEDIUM PRIORITY: 

1. Discussion on farmable land in Wasco County. 

2. Discussion on the establishment of System Development Charges. 

LOW PRIORITY: 

1. Employee Recognition for Process Improvement. 

ON HOLD TEMPORARILY: 

1. Discussion and consideration of proposed terms for the Agreement with the 
Oregon Bureau of Industries and Labor for the administration of the newly 
adopted Wasco County Non-Discrimination Ordinance. 

2. Posting packets on the website. 

3. Discussion on the possible reorder of the Sesquicentennial Flag for Wasco 
County, Oregon. (As per Fred, the cost will be $94.62 per flag for a 
minimum order of 12. The price will be higher for a flag order of 6 to 11 flags.) 

4. Storage request from the Wasco County-The Dalles Museum Commission. 
(On hold until after the Court conducts a walk through of County facilities.) 

INFORMATION ONLY: 
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